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On behalf of the Board of Directors, I am 
pleased to present the Chairman’s Report 
for West Dubbo Bowling Club Limited for 
the financial year ended 31 May 2026. 

FINANCIAL PERFORMANCE
I am very pleased to report that Club Dubbo 
has delivered a strong financial result this year. 
Total revenue grew to $12,889,409, up from 
$11,535,335 last year, and the Club recorded 
a profit of $1,284,307, more than double the 
$479,632 achieved in the prior year. This result 
reflects disciplined cost management alongside 
the continued support of our members, guests 
and the wider community across our bar, bistro, 
gaming and accommodation operations.

Our balance sheet remains in a strong and 
improving position. Net assets increased to 
$17,395,637 (2025: $16,111,330), and cash and 
cash equivalents grew substantially to $1,568,283 
from $302,984 the previous year, following the 
repayment of $992,414 in borrowings during the 
year. This has significantly strengthened the Club’s 
financial flexibility while keeping gearing low, 
with total liabilities reducing from $1,876,673 to 
$1,265,122.

The Board is satisfied that this performance 
reflects prudent governance and a clear focus  
on the Club’s long-term sustainability, in line with  
the strategic objectives set out by the Board  
and management.

open and collaborative approach to governance 
in these early months, keeping Directors well 
informed and engaged in the Club’s performance 
and strategic direction. On behalf of the Board, 
I thank Brett for his leadership, energy and 
commitment since joining the Club, and we look 
forward to a full year of working together as he 
continues to build on this early momentum.

GOVERNANCE
The Board met eleven times during the year, 
with strong attendance and engagement from 
all Directors. I would like to acknowledge Kelvin 
Duggan, who resigned from the Board on 18 
August 2025, for his contribution during his time 
as a Director. I also thank my fellow Directors – 
Brian Jones, Bruce Baker, James Berriman, Craig 
Biles, Debra Brown, Grant Madsen and Gregory 
Morrison – for their continued dedication, 
sound judgement and commitment to the Club 
throughout the year.

COMMUNITY AND MEMBERSHIP
Club Dubbo remains proud of its role as a 
community club, and this year we continued 
to support a wide range of local organisations 
and initiatives across health, wellbeing, youth 
development and community safety. This 
community contribution, alongside our ongoing 
investment in bowls, our facilities and our people, 
is central to who we are as a Club.

CLUB DUBBO 
CHAIRMAN’S ANNUAL 

INVESTMENT IN OUR CLUB
During the year, the Board approved continued 
investment in the Club’s facilities, including a new 
Junior Play Area to support our family-friendly 
offering, and refreshed uniforms and branding 
for our bowlers as the “West Dubbo Roos.” 
These investments reflect our commitment to 
maintaining a modern, welcoming destination  
for members and visitors alike.

CEO LEADERSHIP
This has been an important year for Club Dubbo’s 
management, with Brett Lane joining as CEO 
partway through the year and quickly making 
his mark in his first five months at the helm. 
Brett set about building strong relationships 
with the Board, staff, members and the Bowls 
Manager, bringing a clear focus on both trading 
performance and the member experience. In 
that short time, the Club delivered the strongest 
profit result in recent years, while also progressing 
tangible improvements members can see and 
feel, including the new Junior Play Area and the 
self-serve ice cream machine in the bistro, as 
well as continued support for the Club’s extensive 
community partnerships.

Brett has shown a genuine willingness to invest 
in bowls and to work closely with our volunteers 
and the Bowls Manager to grow the sport at West 
Dubbo, while also driving the operational discipline 
that underpins our improved financial position. 
The Board has been particularly pleased with his 

THANK YOU
I would like to thank the entire management team 
and staff for their hard work and professionalism 
throughout the year. I also thank our Bowls 
Manager, Anthony Brown, our President, Stephen 
Ryan, and all our volunteers, committee members 
and sponsors for their tireless efforts. Most 
importantly, thank you to our members, whose 
ongoing support and participation underpin 
everything we do.

The Board looks forward to building on this year’s 
strong result and continuing to invest in the Club’s 
future for the benefit of our members and the 
Dubbo community.

Anthony Speirs 
Chairman

REPORT
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I am pleased to report that Club Dubbo 
has achieved some strong performance 
throughout the reporting period, with 
improved trading results reflecting the 
ongoing support of our members, guests, 
and the wider community. 

This positive performance has enabled the Club to 
continue investing in our facilities, bowls, enhance 
the member experience, and strengthen our 
commitment to supporting local organisations and 
community initiatives.

The continued growth in trade is the result 
of the dedication and professionalism of our 
team, combined with a clear focus on delivering 
exceptional customer service, quality food and 
beverage offerings, and a welcoming environment 
for all who visit the Club. We have also brought in 
new and different offerings, Event’s to enhance 
and broaden the clubs appeal to the wider 
community. 

As part of our commitment to continually 
improving our facilities, a new Junior Play Area 
has been installed, providing a modern, safe, and 
engaging space for children. This investment 
further enhances Club Dubbo as a family-friendly 
destination and has been extremely well received 
by members and visitors.

We have also introduced a self-serve ice cream 
machine within the bistro, adding another 
enjoyable feature to our dining experience. It has 
quickly become a popular addition for families  
and complements our ongoing efforts to improve 
the overall customer experience.

Beyond our operations, Club Dubbo remains 
committed to making a positive difference 
throughout the Dubbo region. We are proud to 

•	 St Vincent de Paul Society NSW – Dubbo 
Community Sleepout Fundraiser 2026

•	 DVPC Annual Conference – From Violence 
to Safety: Partners in Preventing Domestic, 
Family and Sexual Violence

•	 Reducing Financial Barriers for Dubbo Youth 
to Access the RYDA Road Safety Program

•	 Vital Low Vision Services for People Living 
with Low Vision or Blindness

•	 Dubbo Community Skin Cancer Screening 
Program – Skin Check Truck Initiative

•	 Introduction and Development of WalkSoccer 
for Seniors

•	 CALD Learn to Swim Program

•	 Escabags – Escape Bags

•	 Ronald McDonald House – Dubbo Hospital 
Cart

•	 Dubbo Community Gatekeeper Suicide 
Prevention Training Initiative

•	 2026 Dubbo Dementia Expo & Forum

•	 CPA Dubbo – Early Response Therapy for 
Babies at Risk of Cerebral Palsy

•	 Financial Assistance for Disadvantaged 
Dubbo Youth Athletes Participating in Western 
Region Academy of Sport Talent Development 
Programs

Supporting these initiatives is central to Club 
Dubbo’s purpose as a community club. Every 
partnership represents an investment in the 
health, wellbeing, inclusion, and future of our  

CEO REPORT
BRETT LANE

support organisations and initiatives that improve 
community wellbeing, promote healthy lifestyles, 
assist vulnerable members of our community, 
encourage youth participation, and strengthen 
local events.

This year we started the inaugural Club Dubbo 
CEO and Community Sleepout, and one of the 
highlights of my first months in the role has 
been the opportunity to work closely with our 
community on the Community Sleepout for Help a 
Mate. Working alongside Connecting Community 
Services and the Mayor, we were able to bring 
the Club, local services and the wider Dubbo 
community together behind this important cause.

As a result of this partnership, the Sleepout raised 
$5814 and, most significantly, Help a Mate now 
has a permanent home at Connecting Community 
Services. This is a lasting outcome for vulnerable 
members of our community, and I am proud that 
Club Dubbo was able to play its part in making it 
happen.

During the reporting period, Club Dubbo also 
proudly supported:

•	 Motorfest

•	 Motherland

•	 West Dubbo Rotary

•	 Westside Panthers

•	 Destination Outback 2026

•	 Little Wings Children’s Hospital Flight Program 
– Dubbo Regional Council

•	 Hear Our Heart Ear Bus Project (HoHEBP)

local community, and we remain proud to 
contribute to projects that create lasting positive 
outcomes for the people of Dubbo.

Looking ahead, management will continue to focus 
on sustainable growth, improving our facilities, 
delivering outstanding member experiences, and 
identifying opportunities to further strengthen 
the Club’s financial performance. Our objective 
remains to ensure Club Dubbo continues to thrive 
while maintaining its reputation as one of the 
region’s leading community organisations.

I would like to conclude by expressing my 
sincere appreciation to every member of the 
Club Dubbo team. The improvements in trading 
performance, the successful completion of new 
facility enhancements, and the positive feedback 
we continue to receive from members are a direct 
reflection of their hard work, commitment, and 
pride in what they do. Their willingness to embrace 
change, support one another, and consistently 
deliver exceptional service is what sets Club 
Dubbo apart.

Finally, I thank the Board for its continued 
guidance, trust, and support. Together, we are 
building a stronger Club that not only delivers 
excellent outcomes for our members but also 
continues to make a meaningful contribution to 
the wider Dubbo community.

Brett Lane 
CEO
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It is with great pleasure that I present the 
President’s Report for another outstanding 
year of bowls at West Dubbo Bowling Club.

This being my first Report, I would like to thank the 
Bowls Committee for their assistance throughout 
the year, particularly to our past President, Glenn 
Morrison, who has led a steady ship for many 
years and has guided me through my first year in 
this position.  Also, thank you to Anthony Brown 
for his support and tireless work in his position as 
Bowls Coordinator. 

Major achievements over the past year include:

•	 Bowls NSW Club Administrator of the Year  
– Anthony Brown

•	 $150,000 City of Dubbo International Fours 
tournament

•	 Bowls NSW Junior 7-a-Side Championships

•	 Bowls NSW State Championships

•	 NSW Para representative – Anthony Brown

•	 4 teams in the State Pennant Finals – Division 1 
Men, Division 2 Women, Open Gender Grade 2 
and Open Gender Grade 4

•	 State International Mid-West Region Team:   
M Rich, K Dart, R Gillholme, T Silk & D Brown

•	 State Manager of NSW Para teams:  Deb Brown

I would like to thank all the staff and club 
volunteers for their tireless behind the scenes 
support which has contributed to the success  
of these major tournaments.  

On the local front, I am thrilled to report 
another consecutive year of growth in our Club 
Championships participation. Our competitions 
have seen fantastic engagement, producing 
closely contested finals and highlighting the 
exceptional standard of bowls being played at our 
club. Whether it was the Major/Minor pairs or the 
Singles, the sportsmanship and camaraderie on 
display truly reflected the spirit of Club Dubbo.  
This year the club has introduced new uniforms  
for all bowlers.

As we look to the future, our focus will remain on:

•	 Membership Engagement: Continuing to 
welcome new bowlers of all skill levels through 
our community coaching and social initiatives.

•	 Facility Upgrades: Ensuring our greens 
remain top-tier for local roll-ups and major 
tournaments alike.

•	 Community Connection: Growing our calendar 
of events, including Juniors, to bring more 
members and visitors through our doors which 
will continue to create a future for the Club.

CLUB DUBBO BOWLS
PRESIDENT’S
ANNUAL REPORT

Our Greenkeeper, Darren, who has worked 
tirelessly on the presentation of the greens 
and surrounds throughout the year, is to be 
congratulated.  Following the Bowls NSW State 
Championships, we received many compliments 
on how well the greens played.

I would like to welcome our new CEO, Brett 
Lane, to Club Dubbo and to thank him for his 
commitment to bowls at Club Dubbo. We wish  
him all the best for the future.

Thank you to the Board of Directors, our sponsors, 
the management and staff of Club Dubbo,  
and most importantly, our members. Your passion, 
support, and participation are the heartbeat of this 
great club. I look forward to another successful 
year on and off the greens.

Stephen Ryan 
President
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Dear Members,

I am pleased to present my Annual Report as 
Bowls Manager of Club Dubbo (West Dubbo 
Bowling Club Ltd). What an outstanding year it has 
been on the greens at West Dubbo. Our greens 
have handled an enormous workload throughout 
the year, hosting club championships, major 
tournaments, Pennant matches, social bowls, gala 
days, evening events, and a number of regional 
and state competitions.

I would like to begin by acknowledging and 
thanking our number one man, greenkeeper 
Darren Connolly. Since November, Darren has 
worked tirelessly, largely on his own, to keep our 
greens and surrounding areas in magnificent 
condition. Many visiting players have commented 
that our greens are among the best they have 
ever played on. This is a tremendous compliment 
and a credit to Darren’s dedication, hard work and 
attention to detail. Well done, DC!

I would also like to warmly welcome our new 
CEO, Brett Lane, to the West Dubbo Roos. Since 
joining the club, Brett has shown a very positive 
attitude towards bowls and a genuine willingness 
to introduce new events, attract more people to 
the sport and continue supporting our existing 
members. His enthusiasm and support have 
already been greatly appreciated, and I look 
forward to working with Brett as we continue to 
grow and strengthen bowls at West Dubbo in  
the years ahead.

Inland Petroleum City of Dubbo  
International Fours:  
Last September, we hosted the fourth Inland 
Petroleum City of Dubbo International Fours, 
which was once again a tremendous success. The 
event delivered significant benefits to our club, 
the local community and the wider sport of lawn 
bowls, while attracting outstanding players from 
across Australia and overseas. The tournament 
will return again this year, with Inland Petroleum 
continuing as our major sponsor. We sincerely 
thank them for their ongoing and generous 
support. We also acknowledge and appreciate the 
valuable sponsorship provided by MRH Disability 
Services, BCIB Insurance and Western Plains 
Automotive. Interest in this year’s tournament has 
been overwhelming, with the event already fully 
booked. The field will include three teams from 
Fiji and an international team from New Zealand, 
helping to make this a truly world-class event.

Pennants:   
Both our Men’s and Women’s Pennant teams 
enjoyed another successful season, with four 
sides qualifying for their respective State Finals. In 
the Single Gender Pennants, our Men’s Division 1 
side progressed to the State Finals in Griffith, while 
our Women’s Division 2 team qualified for the 
finals at Fig Tree Sports. This was an outstanding 
achievement by our ladies, who have now reached 
the State Finals for three consecutive years. Their 
continued improvement has been remarkable, 
progressing through the divisions after winning the 

BOWLS MANAGER’S 
ANNUAL REPORT

Throughout the year, we introduced several new 
events while continuing to build on the success  
of our established tournaments and competitions. 
These events would not have been possible 
without the outstanding support of our club staff, 
committee members, volunteers and sponsors.  
I sincerely thank everyone who contributed their 
time and effort to help make the year such a 
success.

SPECIFIC ACHIEVEMENTS  
AND HIGHLIGHTS

A Fresh Look for the West Dubbo Roos:  
After almost 19 years, the time had come to 
refresh our club logo and bowling uniforms. 
The updated design embraces our identity as 
the West Dubbo Roos while giving the club a 
fresh and modern look. The response from our 
members and players from other clubs has been 
overwhelmingly positive. It has been fantastic 
to see our members proudly wearing the new 
uniforms and representing the Roos both on  
and off the greens.

Welcoming Our New Members:  
We have been delighted to welcome many new 
members to the West Dubbo Roos over the 
past 12 months. It has been wonderful to see so 
many new faces enjoying our club, both on and 
off the greens.We look forward to seeing their 
involvement continue to grow and to welcoming 

even more new members in the year ahead.

Division 4 State title in 2023. In the Open Gender 
Pennants, two more West Dubbo teams qualified 
for the State Finals in late August. Our Grade 2 
side continued its impressive run by reaching the 
State Finals for the third consecutive year. It was 
also fantastic to see our Grade 4 team qualify  
for the finals in Nowra after narrowly missing  
out at the regional level in previous seasons.  
A huge thank you must go to all our players, team 
managers, selectors, scoreboard attendants and 
supporters for their commitment and efforts 
throughout the Pennant season. Their dedication 
and teamwork continue to represent West Dubbo 

with great pride.

State Championships Representation:  
We were proud to have several teams represent 
West Dubbo at the State Championships, which 
were held in Dubbo this year. Our Women’s Triples 
team consisted of Ros Gilholme, Tracy Silk and 
Judy Cassidy, while Jacob Ashley, Darren Connolly 
and Craig Jeffery represented the club in the 
Men’s Triples. In the Women’s Senior Pairs, Marg 
Rich and Bev Goss also proudly wore the West 
Dubbo colours. Unfortunately, none of the three 
teams progressed beyond the sectional rounds. 
However, qualifying for the State Championships 
was a great achievement, and all players 
represented the club with pride and distinction.
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NEW EVENTS AND INITIATIVES:

During the year, we introduced several new events 
at the club, which proved very popular with both 
members and the wider community.

Business House Bowls:  
Business House Bowls was introduced on 
Wednesday evenings during daylight saving  
and attracted many new players to the sport. Two 
successful competitions were held, in October 
and March, with strong support from local 
businesses and participants.  A huge thank you 
goes to Western Plains Automotive and Grant 
Spencer for sponsoring the event. Western Plains 
Automotive has agreed to continue its support  
for the upcoming daylight-saving season, and we 
look forward to building on the success of the  
first two competitions.

Glow Bowls:   
Another exciting first for our club was the 
introduction of Glow Bowls. The event was a 
massive hit with our bowling members, social 
members and first-time bowlers, who enjoyed the 
unique experience of playing under glow lighting. 
The club purchased specially designed bowls that 
light up during play, creating a fun and entertaining 
atmosphere on the greens. We trialled Glow 
Bowls over four Friday evenings and received 
tremendous support, including valuable promotion 
from local radio station Triple M. Following the 
success of the trial, Glow Bowls will return this 
year, with dates to be confirmed.

Junior Development and After-School Bowls: 
With the support of the Dubbo Community 
Centre, we introduced an after-school bowls 
program for local children during the year. While 
participation numbers are still developing, we are 
pleased to trial this initiative and provide young 
people with the opportunity to experience lawn 
bowls in a fun and welcoming environment.  
We hope the program will continue to grow and 

help increase our junior membership in the years 
ahead. A special thank you goes to our dedicated 
coaches, John Rodis and Glenn Morrison, 
for generously giving their time, sharing their 
knowledge and encouraging the next generation 
of bowlers.

Hosting Major Events:  
Over the past 12 months, our club has been 
fortunate to host several state, regional and  
school events, with many attracting more than  
100 bowlers. These events brought players, 
officials, families and supporters from across 
New South Wales to Club Dubbo and provided 
significant benefits to both the club and the wider 
Dubbo community.

We also hosted regional Pennant play-offs and 
major junior competitions, while continuing 
our preparations for other significant events, 
including the National Diggers Carnival. Hosting 
events of this size requires an enormous amount 
of planning and assistance. None of it would be 
possible without the hard work of our dedicated 
volunteers, club staff, officials and committee 
members. We sincerely thank everyone involved  
in making these events successful.

GENERAL  
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS:

Bowling Committee:  
A special thank you goes to our Bowling 
Committee for its continued support throughout 
the year. The committee’s advice, assistance and 
dedication have been invaluable in ensuring the 
smooth operation of bowls at our club.

Umpires and Coaches:  
Our club’s umpires and coaches also deserve 
special recognition. They are always willing to 
volunteer their time and expertise, particularly 
during club championships and major events.  
Your commitment to our club and its members  
is greatly appreciated.

Volunteers and Club Staff:  
I extend my sincere gratitude to the many 
volunteers who have generously given their time 
to assist with bowls operations throughout the 
year. Whether helping with events, scoreboards, 
umpiring, catering, cleaning, raffles, welcoming 
visitors or assisting around the greens, every 
contribution has been important. I also thank my 
fellow staff members and the Board of Directors 
for their ongoing support and financial backing. 
When compared with the challenges being faced 
by many bowling clubs, Club Dubbo remains in  
an extremely strong and fortunate position. It is  
a club of which we can all be very proud.

Personal Thanks:  
Lastly, I would like to express my heartfelt 
appreciation to my wife, Debra, for her assistance 
at events and her understanding during the many 
long hours I have spent at the club and away  
from home.

CONCLUSION

Thank you to everyone who has contributed to 
another fantastic year of bowls at West Dubbo.

I look forward to another successful season  
ahead as we continue to grow the game, 
introduce new ideas and proudly represent  
the West Dubbo Roos.

Anthony Brown 
Bowls Manager 
Club Dubbo –  
West Dubbo Roos
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2025-2026
CHAMPIONSHIPS 
WINNERS
2025-26  Event Men’s Winner Women’s Winners

Major Singles G Gudmunson D Wilson

Minor Singles Not played as yet 

Open Gender  
Singles

Not played as yet 

Major Pairs B Fernando- G Morrison M Rich & B Goss 

Minor Pairs Not played as yet 

Major/Minor Pairs Not played as yet K Dart- J Gibson

Triples L Burden- C Jeffery- S Harper A Beecroft- M Rich- B Goss

Fours D Stanley- B Barrow-  
P Morrow- G Gudmunson

K Dart-G Morrison- 
D Brown- J Gibson

Mixed Pairs D Wilson- G Gudmunson

Mixed Fours K Dart- G Dart- J Gibson- A Brown

2025-26 Event Men’s Runner Up Womens Runner Up 

Major Singles T Wilkinson M Rich

Minor Singles Not played as yet 

Open Gender  
Singles

Not played as yet 

Major Pairs D Stanley- J Ashley K Dart- T Silk

Minor Pairs Not played as yet 

Major/Minor Pairs T Keenan- A Cox 

Triples N Collis-G Dart- W Towney P Dawson- D Brown-  
J Gibson 

Fours J Rodis- G Madsen- A Harper- D 
Byrne

A Beecroft- L Erwin- M Rich-  
B Goss 

Mixed Pairs D Brown- G Collin

Mixed Fours M Rich-J Fardell- B Goss- B Fernando 
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2026
FINANCIAL
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